
Topic: Cadaver/Search and Rescue  

 
 Larry Baker and Debbie Mapes will present a talk/demo on Cadaver/Search and Rescue dogs.  

They are both members of Tri -State K -9 Search & Rescue (Michigan Division).  Larry and his dog 

Alex were in Iraq last year training our military personnel with their dogs on both cadaver and search 

& rescue. 

 This should be a very interesting program - please be sure to come and bring your friends.  

 Location and time: Leader Dogs for the Blind, Avon Rd. (southeast corner of Avon Rd. and 

Rochester Rd.), Rochester Hills, MI.  Program meeting starts at 7:30 pm.  

PROGRAM MEETING -  3/15/11, 7:30 PM  

Calendar of Events  

March 15, 2011   location: Leader Dogs, Avon Rd., Rochester Hills  

 6:30pmñBoard Meeting  

 7:30pmñProgram Meeting ñEducational program on Search/Rescue/Cadaver Dogs  

April 19, 2011   location: Leader Dogs, Avon Rd., Rochester Hills  

 6:30pmñBoard Meeting  

 7:30pmñProgram Meeting ñEducation program TBA  

May 4, 11, 18, 25, & June 4, 2011  

 Field training for WC/WCX ñSee flyer this issue for locations and times  

May 17, 2011   location: Leader Dogs, Avon Rd., Rochester Hills  

 6:30pmñBoard Meeting  

 7:30pmñProgram Meeting ñDr Richard Lanier: A potpourri of Canine Lameness - New Treatment -  

   New Therapy/Laser Therapy and a discussion on Anesthetic Techniques  

June 5, 2011    

 FDGRC WC/WCX Test at Omega Farms, Williamston, MI ñMore info TBA  

June 25, 2011  

 Sporting Group Educational Judges Seminar, Metamora, MI ñMore info TBA  

July 23 - 24, 2011  

 FDGRC AKC Hunt Test at Omega Farms, Williamston, MI ñSee premium list at www.entryexpress.net.  

September 16,2011  

 FDGRC Specialty Show, Obedience Trial, & Rally Trial ñMore info TBA  

September 20, 2011   location: Leader Dogs, Avon Rd., Rochester Hills  

 6:30pmñBoard Meeting  

 7:30pmñProgram Meeting ñEducation program TBA  
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March 5 -6, 2011 

 Detroit KC, Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI  

 FDGRC is supporting the Golden entry  

March 25 -26, 2011 

 Canine Workshop, Clinton Twp., MI  

 Canine Eye Exam and Heart Clinic  

 Go to http://www.thecanineworkshop.net/ for details  

March 27, 2011  

 Advances and Innovations In Canine Cardiology  

 Seminar with Timothy J. Becker, DVM.  

 Sponsored by The Greater Detroit Afghan Hound 

 Club.  Greystone Golf Club & Banquet Center,  

 67500 Mound Rd., Washington, MI.  

 1-4PM, Buffet Lunch at 1PM followed by seminar,  

 $45 ($30 seminar only)  

 Contact John Nowakowski at 586 -677 -1394   

  

April 9, 2011  

 Michigan Sporting Dog Association is holding an òAó 

 match for all Sporting breeds at the Birch Run Expo 

 Center, 11600 S. Beyer Rd., Birch Run, MI 48415.  

 Judging starts 1/2 hour after BIS is awarded at the 

 Saginaw Valley KC show. 

 Entries close March 30, 2011.  

 For premium list go to  

 http://www.misportingdogassociation.webs.com  

 

May 1, 2011 

 Marshbanks GRC, Northfield Dog Training  

 Ann Arbor, MI -  see flyer this issue  

 Lecture on Pigmentary Uveitis and CERF Clinic  

 with Dr. Wendy Townsend  

 contact Nancy Chapman (njc3344@hotmail.com)  

  for registration  

September 17 -18, 2011 

 St. Clair KC, Goodells County Park, Goodells, MI  

 FDGRC is supporting the Golden entry  

Love that snow!  
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Notes from the Editor  

 It is with much sadness that I must inform you of 

the passing of Judith Pendracki.  She was a former mem-

ber of FDGRC and had been working as a dog obedience 

and agility trainer.  Memorial tributes to the Michigan Hu-

mane Society.  Condolence notes may be sent to Carl 

Pendracki at his home address.  

 GRCA is sponsoring a Health Survey.  Go to  

http://www.offa.org,  click on òBreed Surveysó, click on 

òGolden Retriever Surveyó, click on òAnswer Surveyó.  Be 

aware some ôdiseasesõ are  contained in a ôyesõ answer, i.e. 

click ôyesõ for ear disease and you can choose from various 

ear problems.  

 PLEASE send me some pictures.  Some of the can-

did pictures this issue are Marj Deupreeõs and Cindy 

Collinsõ dogs.  The rest are, again, mine.  The pictures can 

be of any season, candid or show, or your dogs just running 

amuck.  Thanks.  

 The ônew & improvedõ FDGRC website is now up and 

running.  Please go to www.fdgrc.org for a look.  If you 

have any information/photos that could go on the website, 

let me know.  

 Peg Burlett  

 FDGRC Newsletter Editor & Webmaster  

 auretrieve@netzero.net  

  

Other Upcoming Shows/Events  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Pigmentary Uveitis:  the abbreviation is PU, although that could be a comment for it too!  Articles on 
PU have appeared in the Golden Retriever News and on the GRCA website, as people are grap-
pling to understand this disease and the implications for breeding Golden Retrievers now and in the 
future.  The Health and Genetics Committee of the Golden Retriever Club of America has proposed 
changing the Code of Ethics to reflect this issue.  I urge you to seek education on PU and to put as-
sessing eye health as a priority.  One good way to do that is the upcoming lecture and eye clinic 
sponsored by Marshbanks GRC (see the flyer in this newsletter).  Our club had a recent program on 
PU, and if you missed it, my report follows. 
  

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM NOTES FROM 11/15/2010 Written by Cindy Collins 
 Dr. Raymond Morreale DVM, MS, Diplomate ACVO was invited to speak at the November 
2010 meeting of Fort Detroit GRC. He is an ophthalmologist formerly practicing at Michigan Veteri-
nary Specialists. Pigmentary Uveitis (PU) was the topic because of our members' concern for this 
Golden Retriever eye disease. 
 Doctors have been diagnosing Pigmentary Uveitis since the 1990ᾷs but very little research has 
been done. Dr. Morreale reviewed the main three articles of past studies and reminded us that MSU 
is currently studying the disease. Based on his clinical experience and the research, here are Dr. 
Morrealeᾷs important points: 
¶ Pigmentary Uveitis is suspected to be inherited, based on the linking of this disease to Golden 

Retrievers 
¶ Low-grade or mild uveitis is characteristic of PU, rather than very painful inflammation. But the 

mild inflammation is not to be left untreated because of the serious development of glaucoma 
which can follow. 

¶ Radial pigment of the anterior lens capsule (ALC) is a consistent early sign of PU.  
¶ Glaucoma is a frequent result of PU, and is proceeded by structural changes of the eye that 

drain fluid from the inside allowing pressure to build. 
¶ PU is associated with multiple, thin-walled iris cysts. Not all Goldens with iris cysts apparently 

develop PU as evidenced by elderly dogs. 
¶ PU is usually bilateral. Sooner or later it will be present in both eyes.  
¶ Early diagnosis of PU and treatment with NSAIDs, such as flurbiprofen eye drops, is important to 

possibly delay the onset of glaucoma. 
¶ Glaucoma is painful, like a constant migraine headache, although Goldens may not act like it. 
After the glaucoma is treated, dogs are reported to ñact like puppiesò with renewed energy and 
playfulness, which seems to indicate that they experience tremendous relief from the treatment. 
Unfortunately the treatment is surgical removal of the eye (enucleation) since medicines aren't 
very successful in treating glaucoma. 

¶ Dr. Morreale recommends the annual screening of all Golden Retrievers (not just breeding 
stock) beginning about age 2 or 3 years. Early diagnosis is important for eye health for all Gold-
ens. 

¶ Monthly CERF (Canine Eye Registration Foundation) clinics are conducted at Michigan Veteri-
nary Specialists at their Southfield and Auburn Hills locations. Cost is $45 approximately. 

¶ Goldens found to have iris cysts can receive a CERF certificate, but it will state the caution of 
ñbreeder optionò. Dogs with PU will not receive a CERF certificate. 



 



 



MINUTES  
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FT DETROIT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING -  FEBRUARY 8, 2011  

Meeting was via teleconference at 8:00 PM  

Present: Cindy Collins, Amede Decruydt, Peg Burlett, Lynn Knapke, Laura Fabbro, Nancy Chapman, Christina Curl-

ing 

 

Meeting began at 8:01 PM  

This meeting was held primarily to discuss and decide on a website for FDGRC. Three website hosts and design 

companies were in contention and discussed: 1) Network Solutions; 2) Consilium IT Services, and 3) Simple Or-

ange. The board had been sent info on all three sites and after discussions and concerns a majority vote was cast 

for Consilium IT Services. Peg Burlett will be the webmaster and Amede Decruydt will be one back -up. There will 

be an additional member added to complete a consortium of three individuals able to access the site as webmas-

ter.  

Peg will contact Consilium and set up a date to have the company finalize the contract and set -up the website. 

Amede will also be involved in the initial computer set -up. Content for the website was discussed, as we will have 

many capabilities.. FDGRC Constitution and by -laws will be included, and a deadline of the first weekend in March 

was given to have it up and running.  

Program ideas for our meetings were discussed and some were: grooming; oncology; and physical dog therapy. Our 

October meeting will have a change of venue and could include one of the above programs at a different location. 

The Leader Dog facility will not be available to us in October.  

Goal setting and accomplishments for the BOD and The Club were discussed for the year 2011. Some ideas were a 

Puppy Match, a possible health clinic at our fall specialty and how we would like to advance into agility. The puppy 

match will be discussed by the BOD at the March meeting and the board would like to canvass the membership to 

see how much interest there is in agility.  

Nancy Chapman and Peg Burlett will look into the feasibility of holding agility with another existing club and also 

what the Dexter facility has to offer regarding requirements and available dates. At the current time, our Con-

stitution/By -Laws do not include holding an Agility Trial. Kurt McCauley and Cindy Collins have worked on possible 

wording to be inserted should we need to do so. This would need to be approved with AKC.  

Laura had received information from the Traverse City KC to have FDGRC sponsor entries at their June shows. 

At this time the BOD decided to decline.  

Meeting was concluded at 9:00 PM  

Respectfully submitted,  

Christina Curling   



One of our club members, Nancy Chapman, decided to dig into some of our history and came up with the Officers 

of FDGRC since 1956.  The following is a list of the Founding Members:  

Robert Bower, Verneca Bower, James Dalrymple, Mrs. J. Dalrymple, Sam Gay, Betty Gay, Paul Hurt, 

Tom Hurt, Regine Jensen, Earl Lambert, Lucille Lambert, Dorothea Lowe, Richard Neil, Phillip Rigan,  

Dolores Rigan, Hugh Roberts, Lewis Saunders, Thelma Saunders, William Saxton, Russell Smith, Ralph 

Snoke, Florence Snoke, Aaron Strong, Mrs. Aaron Strong, Harry Wagoner, and Barbara Wagoner  

SOME CLUB HISTORY  

Page 7 MICHIGOLDEN NEWSLETTER  

 


